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Topic 2.1: The Trinity
(b) Describe Catholic teaching on the Trinity [5]
Catholics believe in the Trinity, which means there is one God in three Persons: the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Evidence for this can be found in the Nicene Creed, which states that Jesus is “consubstantial with the Father,” meaning that they are of the same divine substance. This shows that each Person of the Trinity is fully God, yet there are not three gods but one, making Christianity monotheistic.
Furthermore, Catholics teach that the Trinity is a mystery that cannot be fully understood by human reason. St Augustine used the analogy of love in De Trinitate, describing God as the lover, the beloved and the love between them. This shows that God is relational and that love has always existed within the Trinity, even before creation.
(c) Explain Catholic and Jewish beliefs about the Trinity [8]
Catholics believe in the Trinity, which is one God in three Persons: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Evidence for this can be found in the Great Commission, where Jesus commands his disciples to baptise “in the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,” as well as in Jesus’ baptism where all three Persons are present. This shows that the Trinity is rooted in the Bible and that each Person is distinct yet fully God, maintaining belief in one God.
Furthermore, Catholics believe that each Person of the Trinity has a different role. The Nicene Creed teaches that the Father is the creator, the Son brings salvation, and the Holy Spirit guides and inspires believers. This shows how God works in the world and explains how Jesus can be God without being the Father.
However, Jews reject the Trinity because they believe that God is absolutely one. Evidence for this is the Shema, which states “The Lord our God, the Lord is One.” This shows that Judaism is strictly monotheistic and does not accept the idea of God existing in three Persons.
Additionally, Jews believe that the Trinity risks idolatry. The Ten Commandments teach “You shall have no other gods before me,” and worshipping Jesus as God may be seen as worshipping another being. This shows that the Trinity conflicts with Jewish beliefs about the indivisible nature of God.


Topic 2.2: The Incarnation
(c) Explain Catholic and Jewish beliefs about the Incarnation [8]
Catholics believe in the Incarnation, which means that God the Son, the second Person of the Trinity, became human in the person of Jesus. Evidence for this is found in the Nicene Creed, which states that Jesus “became incarnate of the Virgin Mary and was made man,” and in St Paul’s teaching that Jesus “emptied himself.” This shows that Jesus is both fully God and fully human and demonstrates God’s humility and love.
Furthermore, Catholics believe the Incarnation is clearly taught in the Bible. John’s Gospel states that “the Word became flesh,” linking Jesus directly to God’s creative power. This shows that Jesus is God in human form and confirms that the Incarnation is a central Christian belief.
However, Jews reject the Incarnation because they believe that God is one and cannot become human. Evidence for this is the Shema, which teaches that God is one and indivisible. This shows that the idea of God becoming human contradicts Jewish monotheism.
Additionally, Jews reject the divinity of Jesus because of his crucifixion. In Deuteronomy it states that anyone “hung on a tree is cursed by God,” which refers to crucifixion. This suggests that Jesus was not divine, leading Jews to reject him as God or the Messiah.
(d) ‘Jesus was no more than a very good man.’ Discuss [15]
Catholics would disagree with the statement that Jesus was no more than a very good man because they believe he is the Incarnation of God. Evidence for this is found in the Nicene Creed, which states that Jesus “became incarnate of the Virgin Mary and was made man,” and in John’s Gospel which teaches that “the Word became flesh.” This shows that Jesus is the second Person of the Trinity and therefore fully divine as well as fully human. Consequently, he is more than just a good man because he is God in human form.
Furthermore, Catholics believe Jesus demonstrated divine power through his actions. For example, Jesus performed miracles such as raising Lazarus from the dead and walking on water, and he forgave sins, which only God has the authority to do. This shows that Jesus possesses divine power and authority. Therefore, this supports the belief that he is God rather than simply a moral teacher.
However, Jews would agree with the statement because they reject the idea that Jesus is God. Evidence for this is the Shema, which states that “The Lord our God, the Lord is One,” showing that God cannot become human. This suggests that Jesus cannot be divine and is instead only human. Consequently, this supports the view that Jesus was no more than a very good man.
Additionally, Jews argue that Jesus’ crucifixion shows he was not from God. Deuteronomy teaches that anyone “hung on a tree is cursed by God,” which would apply to Jesus’ death on the cross. This suggests that Jesus was rejected by God rather than sent by Him. Therefore, this further supports the idea that Jesus was not divine.
In conclusion, the strongest argument is that Jesus is more than a very good man because the evidence from the Bible and the Nicene Creed clearly teaches that he is God incarnate.


Topic 2.3: Origin of Evil
(b) Describe Moral and Natural Evil [5]
Moral evil is suffering that is caused by human actions, particularly through the misuse of free will. This is shown in the Genesis account of the Fall, where Adam and Eve disobey God by eating the forbidden fruit. This act introduced sin and suffering into the world and demonstrates that humans are responsible for much of the evil that exists because they freely choose to act against God’s will.
Natural evil, however, refers to suffering caused by natural processes rather than human actions. Examples of this include earthquakes, disease and famine. This shows that natural evil is not directly caused by human free will, although some argue that events such as climate change blur the line between natural and moral evil.
(b) Describe Catholic beliefs about Original Sin [5]
Catholics believe that Original Sin began with the Fall, when Adam and Eve disobeyed God in the Garden of Eden. According to Genesis, they ate from the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil, going against God’s command. This introduced sin, suffering and separation from God into the world, and as a result all humans inherit a fallen nature with a tendency to sin.
Furthermore, Catholics teach that Original Sin is a privation of goodness, meaning it is the absence of good rather than something created by God. St Augustine taught that evil results from the misuse of free will and not from God’s creation. This shows that God remains good, and that Baptism removes Original Sin by restoring the relationship between humans and God.
(c) Explain Catholic and Jewish beliefs about the origin of evil [8]
Catholics believe that evil originates from the misuse of human free will. This is shown in the Genesis account of the Fall, where Adam and Eve disobey God and introduce sin into the world. This shows that moral evil is caused by human choices and that God gave free will so humans could genuinely love Him, even though it allows the possibility of evil.
Furthermore, Catholics teach that evil is a privation of good. St Augustine argued in The Enchiridion that evil is not something created by God but is the absence of goodness. This shows that God remains omnibenevolent because He only created good, and evil results from humans turning away from Him.
In Judaism, evil is also understood as arising from free will, but it is explained through the concept of the yetzer ha-tov and yetzer ha-ra. Humans have both good and evil inclinations and must choose which to follow. This shows that individuals are responsible for their actions and must follow the Torah and mitzvot to choose good.
Additionally, Judaism rejects the idea of Original Sin. Humans are born morally neutral rather than sinful, meaning evil comes from individual choices rather than an inherited fallen nature. This emphasises personal responsibility and the importance of choosing to follow God’s commandments.
(d) ‘Evil proves that God does not exist.’ Discuss [15]
Some people would agree with the statement that evil proves God does not exist because the existence of suffering appears incompatible with an all-loving and all-powerful God. David Hume’s inconsistent triad argues that if God is omnipotent, He should be able to stop evil, and if He is omnibenevolent, He should want to stop evil. However, evil clearly exists in the world. This shows that it is difficult to believe that such a God exists, as suffering seems unnecessary and unjustifiable.
Furthermore, the amount of suffering in the world strengthens this argument. J. L. Mackie argued that there is excessive suffering, such as the Holocaust, where millions of people were killed. This shows that suffering can be extreme and does not always lead to good outcomes, which challenges the idea of a loving God.
However, Catholics would disagree with this statement because they believe evil can be explained through free will. God gave humans free will so they could choose to love Him genuinely, but this also allows them to choose evil. This shows that moral evil is caused by human actions rather than God, meaning God’s existence is not disproved by evil.
Additionally, some believers argue that suffering has a purpose. The soul-making theodicy suggests that suffering allows humans to develop virtues such as compassion and courage. This shows that evil can lead to moral and spiritual growth, meaning it does not necessarily disprove God’s existence.
In conclusion, the strongest argument is that evil does not prove God does not exist because explanations such as free will and soul-making provide reasonable justifications for why suffering exists.


Topic 2.4: God’s Goodness
(c) Explain Catholic and Jewish beliefs about why God is good [8]
Catholics believe that God is good because He created the world good. In Genesis, creation is described as “good,” and humans are described as “very good” as they are made in the image of God. This shows that God’s goodness is reflected in creation and that evil is not part of His original design but instead results from human actions.
Furthermore, Catholics believe God shows His goodness through Jesus. The Incarnation teaches that God became human in Jesus to save humanity from sin. This is shown through Jesus’ death on the cross, which demonstrates sacrificial love. This shows that God cares deeply about humanity and is willing to suffer for them, proving His goodness.
In Judaism, God is seen as good because He is just and provides moral guidance. The Torah contains mitzvot, such as the Ten Commandments, which guide people to live moral lives. This shows that God’s goodness is expressed through justice and care for human behaviour.
Additionally, Jews believe God’s goodness is shown through the covenant. God’s covenant with Abraham and Moses demonstrates His faithfulness and commitment to His people, even when they fail. This shows that God is loving, reliable and always seeks to guide humanity.
(d) ‘God cannot be good if suffering exists.’ Discuss [15]
Some people would agree with the statement because suffering appears to contradict the idea of a loving God. The inconsistent triad suggests that if God is omnipotent and omnibenevolent, He would prevent suffering. However, since suffering exists, this challenges the belief that God is good. This shows that the presence of evil makes it difficult to believe in a perfectly loving God.
Furthermore, examples of extreme suffering, such as natural disasters or the death of innocent people, suggest that suffering is unnecessary. This shows that if God were truly good, He would prevent such events from happening, which supports the argument that God cannot be good.
However, Catholics would disagree because they believe suffering can have a purpose. Jesus’ suffering on the cross brought salvation to humanity, showing that suffering can lead to good outcomes. This demonstrates that suffering does not necessarily contradict God’s goodness but can be part of a greater plan.
Additionally, the free will defence argues that God allows suffering because He gave humans free will. Without free will, humans could not genuinely love God. This shows that suffering is a consequence of human freedom rather than a lack of God’s goodness.
In conclusion, the strongest argument is that God can still be good because suffering can have a purpose and results from free will rather than God’s intentions.


Topic 2.5: The Problem of Evil
(c) Explain how one might challenge the idea of God’s goodness [8]
One way to challenge God’s goodness is through the problem of evil. David Hume presented this as the inconsistent triad, which argues that God cannot be omnipotent, omnibenevolent and allow evil to exist at the same time. This shows that the existence of suffering appears incompatible with a loving and all-powerful God.
Furthermore, the amount of suffering in the world challenges God’s goodness. J. L. Mackie argued that there is excessive suffering, such as the Holocaust where millions were killed. This shows that suffering can seem unnecessary and difficult to justify if God is truly loving.
Additionally, some argue that suffering is not necessary for moral development. While some suffering may lead to good outcomes, extreme suffering such as the death of a child appears pointless. This suggests that suffering cannot always be justified as part of God’s plan.
Finally, Mackie questioned why God could not create humans with free will who always choose good. This shows that if God is omnipotent, He should be able to prevent evil without removing free will, which challenges belief in His goodness.


Topic 2.6: Responses to the Problem of Evil
(c) Explain how believers respond to the problem of evil [8]
One response to the problem of evil is the free will defence. Christians and Jews believe that God gave humans free will so they could choose to love Him genuinely. However, this also allows humans to choose evil. This shows that moral evil is caused by humans rather than God, meaning God can still be good.
Another response is the soul-making theodicy, developed by St Irenaeus and John Hick. This teaches that suffering helps humans grow morally and spiritually by developing virtues such as compassion and courage. This shows that suffering can have a purpose and is not meaningless.
Furthermore, Christians believe that God understands suffering through the Incarnation. In Salvifici Doloris, John Paul II teaches that suffering has meaning through Jesus’ suffering on the cross. This shows that God is not distant from suffering but shares in it, giving it redemptive value.
Finally, St Augustine’s teaching that evil is a privation of good is also used as a response. This shows that God did not create evil, and therefore His goodness is not undermined by its existence.
(c) Explain Catholic and Jewish responses to suffering [8]
Catholics take an ambivalent view of suffering, meaning they believe it should be reduced but can also have value. Jesus’ teaching to “love your neighbour” encourages reducing suffering through charity, while Salvifici Doloris teaches that suffering can bring people closer to Christ. This shows that suffering does not disprove God’s goodness.
Furthermore, Catholics believe suffering can have redemptive value. Jesus’ suffering on the cross brought salvation, and believers may unite their suffering with Christ. This shows that suffering can have a purpose beyond pain.
In Judaism, suffering may be seen as a test from God. The story of Job shows a man who remains faithful despite suffering. This shows that suffering can test and strengthen faith.
Additionally, Jews may see suffering as linked to God’s justice. For example, the Ten Plagues were a punishment for Pharaoh’s actions. This shows that suffering can be a consequence of wrongdoing and still be compatible with belief in a just and good God.
(d) ‘Suffering is always evil.’ Discuss [15]
Some people would agree that suffering is always evil because it causes pain and harm. The problem of evil suggests that suffering is incompatible with a loving God, and examples such as the Holocaust show that suffering can be extreme and unjustifiable. This shows that suffering often leads to negative outcomes and appears meaningless.
Furthermore, philosophers such as J. L. Mackie argue that there is excessive suffering in the world. This suggests that suffering goes beyond what is necessary and cannot be justified as part of a greater plan. Therefore, this supports the view that suffering is always evil.
However, Catholics would disagree because they believe suffering can have value. Jesus’ suffering on the cross brought salvation, showing that suffering can lead to good outcomes. This demonstrates that suffering is not always evil.
Additionally, the soul-making theodicy teaches that suffering helps people develop virtues such as compassion and courage. This shows that suffering can lead to moral growth and therefore is not always negative.
In conclusion, the strongest argument is that suffering is not always evil because it can lead to positive outcomes such as moral development and spiritual growth.


Topic 2.7: Jesus as a Moral Authority
(b) Describe Jesus’ teachings in the Sermon on the Mount [5]
Jesus taught the Beatitudes in the Sermon on the Mount, which describe how to live a blessed life. For example, “Blessed are the peacemakers” teaches the importance of peace and reconciliation. This shows that Jesus promoted virtues such as humility, mercy and justice.
Furthermore, Jesus emphasised that true morality comes from within. He taught that it is not enough to avoid actions like murder, but even anger can be wrong. This shows that morality is about intentions as well as actions, encouraging believers to develop a pure heart.
(c) Explain whether Jesus is the source of moral authority [8]
Catholics believe Jesus is the ultimate source of moral authority because He is God incarnate. John’s Gospel describes Jesus as “the Way, the Truth and the Life,” showing that His teachings have divine authority. This means Catholics follow Jesus as the ultimate guide for moral decision-making.
Furthermore, Jesus is seen as a perfect role model. His teaching to “love your neighbour” and his sacrificial death demonstrate agape love. This shows that Catholics should follow His example in their own moral choices.
However, Jews do not accept Jesus as a source of moral authority. Instead, they believe authority comes from the Torah, which contains God’s laws. This shows that Jews prioritise the commandments over the teachings of Jesus.
Additionally, Jews may reject Jesus’ authority because of his crucifixion. The Torah teaches that someone “hung on a tree is cursed,” suggesting Jesus was not approved by God. This supports the view that he is not a reliable moral authority.
(d) ‘Jesus is the most important source of moral authority.’ Discuss [15]
Some Christians would agree with this statement because they believe Jesus is God incarnate. As God, His teachings have ultimate authority. For example, Jesus taught “love your neighbour as yourself,” which guides Christian moral behaviour. This shows that His teachings are central to Christian ethics.
Furthermore, Jesus provides a perfect example of how to live. His actions, such as showing forgiveness and compassion, demonstrate agape love. This shows that following Jesus helps believers make moral decisions.
However, others may disagree because they believe other sources of authority are more important. For example, some Christians may prioritise the Church or the Bible as sources of moral guidance. This shows that moral authority does not come solely from Jesus’ teachings.
Additionally, Jews reject Jesus as a source of moral authority and instead follow the Torah and mitzvot. This shows that moral authority can come from God’s law rather than Jesus.
In conclusion, the strongest argument is that Jesus is the most important source of moral authority for Christians because His teachings are believed to come directly from God.


Topic 2.8: Natural Law & Virtue
(b) Describe two features of Natural Law [5]
One feature of Natural Law is that it is based on reason and human nature. St Thomas Aquinas taught that humans can use reason to understand God’s moral law, including the primary precepts such as preserving life and worshipping God. This shows that morality is built into human nature.
Another feature is the use of secondary precepts. These apply general principles to specific situations, such as “do not steal” coming from the need to maintain an ordered society. This shows how Natural Law guides practical moral decisions.
(c) Explain beliefs about conscience [8]
Catholics believe that conscience is a God-given ability to know right and wrong. St Thomas Aquinas taught that conscience is an “inner voice” guiding humans to do good and avoid evil, and St Paul described moral law as being “written on the heart.” This shows that conscience is universal.
Furthermore, Catholics believe conscience must be informed. The Catechism teaches that conscience should be guided by Church teachings. This shows that individuals must educate their conscience to make correct moral decisions.
In Judaism, conscience has less authority than the Law. Moral guidance comes primarily from the Torah and mitzvot. This shows that Jews rely on divine commandments rather than personal judgement.
Additionally, Jews believe moral decisions involve free will. The yetzer ha-tov and yetzer ha-ra influence choices, meaning individuals must actively choose to follow God’s law. This emphasises personal responsibility.
(d) ‘Natural Law is the best way to make moral decisions.’ Discuss [15]
Some Catholics would agree because Natural Law is based on reason and human nature. St Thomas Aquinas taught that humans can use reason to understand God’s law, which makes moral decision-making clear and universal. This shows that Natural Law provides a reliable guide for behaviour.
Furthermore, Natural Law promotes objective moral rules, such as preserving life and living in an ordered society. This shows that it provides consistent guidance that does not change based on personal opinion.
However, others may disagree because Natural Law can be too rigid. It does not always consider individual circumstances, which can make it difficult to apply in complex situations. This shows that it may not always lead to the most compassionate decisions.
Additionally, some may prefer conscience as a guide for moral decisions. Conscience allows individuals to consider their own situation and intentions. This shows that moral decision-making may require flexibility rather than strict rules.
In conclusion, the strongest argument is that Natural Law is useful but not always the best method, as it can lack flexibility in complex situations.


Topic 2.9: Catholic Sculptures and Statues
(c) Explain views on statues in worship [8]
Catholics believe statues are aids to worship rather than idols. Pope Gregory the Great taught that images help people understand Bible stories, and practices such as the Stations of the Cross help believers reflect on Jesus’ suffering. This shows statues support prayer and understanding.
Furthermore, Catholics justify statues through the Incarnation. Since God became visible in Jesus, it is acceptable to represent Him in physical form. This shows that images are consistent with Christian belief.
However, Jews reject statues as idolatry. The Ten Commandments forbid “graven images,” showing that creating images of God is wrong. This reflects strict monotheism.
Additionally, Jews believe God cannot be represented physically. God is transcendent and beyond human form, meaning images may distort His nature. This shows why statues are not used in Jewish worship.
(d) ‘Statues should not be used in worship.’ Discuss [15]
Some people would agree with this statement because they believe statues can lead to idolatry. The Ten Commandments forbid the use of “graven images,” showing that worship should be directed only to God. This suggests that statues may distract from true worship.
Furthermore, Jews believe God is transcendent and cannot be represented physically. This shows that creating images of God may limit or distort His nature.
However, Catholics would disagree because they believe statues are aids to worship rather than idols. They help believers focus on prayer and understand key events in the Bible. This shows that statues support rather than replace worship of God.
Additionally, Catholics justify statues through the Incarnation. Since God became visible in Jesus, it is acceptable to represent Him in physical form. This shows that statues are consistent with Christian belief.
In conclusion, the strongest argument is that statues can be used appropriately as aids to worship, provided they are not treated as idols.


Topic 2.10: Michelangelo’s Pietà
(b) Describe how the Pietà shows beliefs about suffering [5]
Michelangelo’s Pietà shows that suffering can have a purpose. The sculpture depicts Mary holding the dead body of Jesus after the crucifixion, reflecting the belief that Jesus’ suffering brought salvation. This shows that suffering can be an expression of God’s love.
Furthermore, the Pietà shows that God understands human suffering. Jesus, as God incarnate, experienced pain and death. This shows that believers can relate to God in their suffering and find comfort in Him.
(d) ‘Religious art is the best way to understand suffering.’ Discuss [15]
Some people would agree because religious art, such as Michelangelo’s Pietà, visually represents suffering. The image of Mary holding Jesus’ body helps believers emotionally connect with the reality of suffering. This shows that art can make complex ideas more understandable.
Furthermore, religious art can communicate theological ideas, such as the belief that suffering has a purpose. The Pietà shows Jesus’ sacrifice, which brought salvation. This helps believers understand the meaning of suffering.
However, others may disagree because religious teachings may be a better way to understand suffering. Scripture and theology provide detailed explanations, such as the soul-making theodicy. This shows that understanding suffering requires more than visual representation.
Additionally, personal experience may be the best way to understand suffering. Individuals learn through their own experiences rather than through art.
In conclusion, the strongest argument is that while religious art is helpful, it is not the best way on its own to fully understand suffering.


Topic 2.11: Pilgrimage to Lourdes
(b) Describe Catholic beliefs about pilgrimage [5]
Catholics believe pilgrimage is a journey to a holy place for spiritual purposes. Many travel to sites such as Lourdes to seek healing and forgiveness. This shows that pilgrimage is focused on strengthening faith and deepening a relationship with God.
Furthermore, pilgrimage helps believers grow closer to God. By visiting important religious sites and participating in prayer and worship, Catholics reflect on their faith and follow in the footsteps of Jesus.
(d) ‘A pilgrimage is just another type of holiday.’ Discuss [15]
Catholics would disagree because pilgrimage is focused on spiritual healing rather than leisure. At Lourdes, many people seek healing through prayer, confession and Mass. This shows that pilgrimage has a religious purpose.
Furthermore, pilgrimage brings believers closer to Christ. Visiting holy sites allows Catholics to reflect on Jesus’ life and grow spiritually. This shows it is about faith, not entertainment.
However, some may agree that pilgrimage is similar to a holiday because it involves travel and can be expensive. Organised trips and accommodation can make it feel like tourism. This supports the view that it resembles a holiday.
Additionally, some pilgrims may focus on enjoyment rather than worship. Socialising and sightseeing can distract from religious purpose. This suggests it can become like a holiday for some people.
In conclusion, the strongest argument is that pilgrimage is more than a holiday because its primary purpose is spiritual growth and connection with God.


Topic 2.12: The Rosary
(b) Describe two Sorrowful Mysteries [5]
One Sorrowful Mystery is the crowning with thorns, where Jesus was mocked by Roman soldiers who placed a crown of thorns on his head. This shows the suffering and humiliation Jesus endured.
Another Sorrowful Mystery is the crucifixion, where Jesus was nailed to a cross and died. Catholics believe this sacrifice brought salvation, showing God’s love for humanity.
(c) Explain the importance of the Rosary for Catholics [8]
The Rosary is important for Catholics because it helps them reflect on the life of Jesus. The mysteries focus on key events such as the birth, death and resurrection of Christ. This shows that the Rosary strengthens understanding of the Gospel.
Furthermore, the Rosary is a form of prayer that brings believers closer to God. Repeating prayers such as the Hail Mary allows Catholics to meditate and focus spiritually. This shows that the Rosary supports personal devotion.
Additionally, the Rosary is a traditional and widely practised devotion in Catholicism. It is often used in homes and churches, showing its importance in everyday religious life.
Finally, the Rosary encourages reflection on suffering, particularly through the Sorrowful Mysteries. This helps believers understand the significance of Jesus’ sacrifice.
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